work and painted stucco ! Just outside
the mosque he established lodgings for
travellers and needy students where they
could also receive their meals and to the
ablest among them he gave handsome
annual pensions.

maqsurah was pro-
vided with three doors of exquisite work-
manship covered with plates of pure gold
and its floor, it is said, was paved with
Silver. The ceiling was covered with oval
cartouches bearing inscriptions from the
Holy Quran, which under the Christian
rule were completely effaced. The sahn
was paved with porcelain tiles and at
night the entire mosque would glitter with
the light of two hundred brazen chande-
liers of various sizes. In 1238 AJD. King
Ferdinand and his nobles, following the
example of their lord and master, ruined
this gorgeous building by removing a
number of columns to make room for
chapels of their favourite saints.
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